




Brief History of “Process”   
January 20, 2011 - Virginia Tech Arboretum Committee informed but asked to “keep it 
quiet” 
 
August 7, 2011 - Washington Post Article indicates plans for new facility  
“Virginia Tech’s new indoor facility will be located in a wooded area adjacent to the Hokies outdoor practice 
fields, just beyond the north end zone of lane stadium.  Gabbard said part of the project will involve removing 
30 feet of elevation and moving approximately 80,000 cubic yards of dirt from the woods” (emphasis mine) 
 
August 8, 2011 - Virginia Tech Arboretum Committee told it was “a done deal”; asked 
to provide information for remediation of canopy cover lose.  This became interpreted 
as “tree folks are on board” 
 
November 3, 2011 – Arboretum Committee asked for an official position 
 
November 11, 2011 – Arboretum Committee sent their “strongly opposes” position 
 
November 19, 2011 – Friends of Stadium Woods (FSW) begins on-line opposition 
petition 
 
November 30, 2011 – FSW has organizational meeting in town library 
 



 
Early December, 2011 – Faculty Senator Dr. Jim Kuypers begins drafting resolution 
supporting protection of stadium woods. 
 
December 6, 2011 – Dr. Sherwood Wilson sends letter to faculty senators 
 
December 13, 2011 – Faculty Senate unanimously approves resolution supporting 
protection of Stadium Woods. 
 
December 15, 2011 – Several concerned faculty meet with Athletics and University 
planning and walk through woods. 
 

– President Steger walks through Stadium woods and orders an 
ecological assessment 
 
January 5, 2012 – Dr. Seiler meets with Provost McNamee 
 
January 19, 2012 – President  Steger appoints a committee to study siting of building 
 
 

Brief History of “Process” continued  













 
 

 
 
 

  

What is an Old Growth Forest? 





















 

How much old growth is there in the Eastern 
U.S? 
Old-growth forests are "the least represented habitats on the eastern landscape." 
Less than 0.6% of the forest that remains in the East today has not been heavily 
logged or grazed.  
 

Are the remaining old-growth forests 
protected?  
At least 50% of the remaining old growth is still in private hands or controlled by 
agencies that may and surprisingly often do log it. Even protected sites suffer from 
such human-caused disruptions as the logging of their buffers and the incursion of 
non-native species. 
 

 Robert Zahner, "How Much Old Growth Is Enough?" in Eastern Old-Growth Forests: Prospects for Rediscovery and Recovery (Island 
Press, 1996). Statistics compiled by Mary Byrd Davis. 

















 

What is the value of old growth? 
 
Old-growth forests have rightly been characterized as "the key" to 
biodiversity. 
 
Unique contributions to the gene pool 
 
Harboring native species (e.g.Cornus alternifolia, Castanea dentata) 
 
Demonstrating natural processes and numerous ecosystem services 
 
Important carbon sinks.  Old-growth forests continue to sequester 
carbon for many centuries.  
 

 Robert Zahner, "How Much Old Growth Is Enough?" in Eastern Old-Growth Forests: Prospects for Rediscovery and Recovery (Island 
Press, 1996). Statistics compiled by Mary Byrd Davis. 













“The uniqueness of this stand … is that it is so easily accessible to so many 
people. Most of the old-growth forests on the list I sent to you are found in 
rugged or inaccessible areas. Hiking into Sipsey Wilderness in Alabama was not 
too easy.  So, the value here is that, with good, environmentally-conscious 
development, those with limited mobility can get a sense of awe about what 
mature forests look like. This has to be a rare thing in upland areas. The only 
areas I am familiar with that give people with limited access to mature forests are 
in national parks or wetland forests (Four Holes Swamp, SC; Congaree National 
Park, SC; Everglades; I would bet the Okefenokee has something similar). But 
because many, if not most, old white oak forests near human settlement were 
cut, you might have a truly rare piece of property.” 
 

“The best place that I just learned about that sounds similar [to Stadium Woods] 
might be the Murphy Tract in WV. The site of yours sounds pretty unique…this 
sounds like a great find!” 
 

Dr. Neil Pederson, Forest Ecologist and old growth expert, Tree Ring Laboratory, 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory at Columbia University 





“As an old growth forest researcher and a co-author of 5 books, I 
have come to fully recognize how rare and valuable these old 
growth remnants are. I urge you to preserve the remnant.” 

Robert T. Leverett, Eastern Native Tree Society  Cofounder and Executive 
Director, Florence, Massachusetts 
 

“Areas with old trees such as these should be protected.  There are 
many White Oaks in North America in the 50 – 70 year old range but 
the 200-500 year old trees are extremely rare.” 
 Lawrence Tucei, Live Oaks Project Director, Native Tree Society 

“There did not seem to be any process that VT used to make this 
decision. The Stadium Woods is probably one of the more important 
ecological sites in the state of Virginia. Many of the trees are between 
250 and 300 years of age.” 

Dr. David Wm. Smith, Former Dean of CNRE, Past President 
of Society of American Foresters, Appalachian hardwood expert 



“Sweetbriar College White oak Woods (Amherst County): on a flat ridge 
owned by the college, approximately 10 acres of White oak-mixed 
hardwoods-mixed herb community in which most of the dominant trees 
have dbhs (diameters at breast height) of 30 to 36 inches.” 
 

Highlighted in Old growth in the East: A Survey (Online Ed.) (Byrd 2006) 

“The final paved trail wrapped carefully around all the trees 
without causing any damage or death to these delicate treasures.” 

Anderson and Associates on-line portfolio with 
regard to protecting trees in Stadium Woods 



 
Are the woods used by the local and campus community?   
 
Do they have special significance for campus or local community life? 
 

  “ I grew up in Blacksburg and have taken many an enjoyable walk through these woods. It would be a 
great thing if VT could keep Stadium Woods for public and student education and leisure. Please VT, 

please consider building a world class athletic training facility elsewhere on campus!”    Sarah, Radford Va 
 

  “ I lived on Clay Circle for years and walked my dogs in the stadium woods every day. It is one of the 
nicest amenities about living down town. It would be terrible to see the woods gone!” 

                                                                                                                                                                               Jeanne, Blacksburg, Va  
 
  “ I love walking/jogging through these woods. Please don't destroy them!”                 Chris, Blacksburg, Va 
                                                                                                                      
“I lived near the Stadium Woods when I was here in school in the late 1970's. I spent a great deal of time 
there, especially when my father was gravely ill. It meant a lot to me to be able to go sit in the woods and 

pray, cry, and find a moment of serenity. Please do not destroy this precious space.” 
                                                                                                                                                    Christine, Blacksburg, Va 

 “ It seems there are many issues with turning this forest into an athletic center that could be solved by 
just using the tennis courts. In addition to all the ecosystems services that Stadium and Center Woods 

provide, many of us who are alums have very personal reasons for wanting to keep these places whole. A 
fellow grad student of mine died in Stadium Woods and I'd really like to see the woods remain, if for no 

other reason than to honor her memory. Please don't destroy these beautiful, ancient trees. ” 
                                                                                                                                                            Tiffany, Newport, Va 





























“Surely VT can find an already cleared/developed location for this 
facility and not permanently destroy a forest with 300-year-old trees! 
VT is supposed to be a "green" university and set an example for the 

rest of the state. Do it!” 
                                                                      Chuck, Richmond, Va 

 
“Destroying any part of this old growth grove is simply 

unconscionable for any reason,… Preserving those trees is one way 
Virginia Tech can demonstrate it values other things besides football. 
Destroying them would be just another embarrassing blot on Virginia 

Tech's record of eating up greenspace with inept planning and 
development.” 

                                                                                             Christopher, Blacksburg, Va 








